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BY G. F. STOUT

SYNOPSIS

i. In Error, what is unreal seems to be thought of in the same way as the
real is thought of when we truly know it. How is this possible ? As
an essential preparation for answering this question we must first deal
with another. Do other modes of thinking exist besides those which
can be properly said to be either true or false ? There are two such
modes, (i) Indeterminate or problematic thinking. (2) Thinking of
mere appearance without affirming it to be real.

2 and 3. To think indeterminately is to think of something as one of a group
of alternatives, without deciding which. The indeterminateness lies in
not deciding which; and so far as the indeterminateness extends there
is neither truth nor error. Whatever is thus indeterminately thought
of belongs to the Intent of consciousness. The term Content should
be reserved for what is determinately presented.

In cognitive process, indeterminate thinking takes the form of questioning
as a mental attitude essentially analogous to questioning. Interrogative
thinking is the way we think of something when we are interested in
knowing it, but do not yet know it either truly or falsely. Its distinc-
tive characteristic is that the decision between alternatives is sought
for in the independent reality of the total object in which we are
interested. This object is regarded as having a determinate constitution
of its own, independently of what we may think about it. We are
active in cognitive process only in compelling the object to reveal its
nature. The activity is experimental; its result is determined for us
and not by us.

In the play of fancy, on the contrary, we do not seek to conform our
thought to the predetermined constitution of our object. We select
alternatives as we please, and to this extent make the object instead of
adapting ourselves to its independent nature.

1 Throughout this essay I am deeply indebted to the criticisms and sugges-
tions of Professor Cook Wilson. In particular, I have substantially adopted his
account of the distinction between abstract terms and adjectives, in place of a less
satisfactory view of my own.
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